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Unterrichtseinheit: American History with Forrest Gump
Arbeitsblatt 13 - Anti-Americanism in Germany

American claims to be a model for the rest of the world do not necessarily meet with ready approval elsewhere. Not many countries are prepared or willing to admit that they need role models for their own development (after the ravages of World War II the Federal Republic was unique in this regard). In many instances a strong interest in maintaining one’s own identity and follwing indigenous practices leads to an outright rejection of everything and anything that smacks of ‘Americanization’. Furthermore, U.S. claims to be the model for the rest of the world imply a degree of exclusitiy and moral superiority which elsewhere are met with idignant disbelief and resentful rejection.

Precisely because Americans proclaim such high standards for themselves – and for others to follow – they invite close examination of American realities. Such claims, in fact, do not always coincide with everyday reality. Yet outside observers of the United States, thus challenged, measure the model character of the United States by these high standards and they find the United States wanting. The more the United States praises its own virtues and achievements and the moreit pushes other countries to follow its example, the more those thus exhorted feel challenged to rebut American claims and to reject the American model. Almost inevitably an escalation of mutual criticism begins to set in, where both sides take increasing recourse to moral righteousness and haughty ridicule.

One example: ‘God’s own country’: with 35 million living in often abhorrent poverty, with continued racism, with drug abuse...

(260 words)

Annotations:
indigenous – native
to smack of – to taste of
to rebut – to prove incorrect

Questions on the text:
1. How do Americans see their position and their function in the world? 
(3) (30-60)

2. For what reasons do other people, e.g. the Germans, refuse to accept these American beliefs? (4) (50-80)

Further question:

Explain the Monroe and the Truman Doctrine.

Use the 20th century to show how these doctrines influenced American politics.

(8) (130-200)
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