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Unterrichtseinheit: Kommunizieren auf Europäisch

Hintergrund – Looking for information on the internet
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Before you search - start a new folder in your directory for your search results.

Start two programmes
1. your internet browser (e.g. internet explorer)

2. a word processor (e.g. word)

Copy the texts or text pieces from the web pages and paste them in your word documents. Save them in the prepared folder.
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Do you already know sites where you can find useful information on your topic? 

If not – use a search engine. Popular search engines are:

· Google (http://www.google.com) 

· Excite (http://www.excite.com/search) 

· AltaVista (http://www.altavista.com)
· HotBot (http://hotbot.lycos.com)
· Wikipedia (http://www.wikipedia.org)
Most of the search engines include subject directories which may lead you to good results. Try out the following search: http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/
( Around the World ( History ( by Country and Region ( United  States

( American Indians

The following sites provide good subject directories : 

· http://www.looksmart.com 

· http://www.dmoz.org 

· http://www.yahoo.com 
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· Choose special search engines and look for sites in English. 

Educational sites and sites for kids and students will be best.

Examples:
· http://www.yahooligans.yahoo.com/
· http://www.kidsclick.org
· http://www.ajkids.com/
· http://www.animalsearch.galganov.net/
· Specify your keywords
Example: “Native Americans” instead of “Indians”

· Use more than one word 

Example: “Native Americans” “History”

· Sometimes you get a better search by using capital letters.

Example: maths will show pages containing maths, Maths and MATHS. Maths will show pages that contain only Maths

· Use quotation marks to find a name or a phrase

Example: "Sitting Bull"

· Use plus (+) or minus (-) to find pages containing the + word but not the

 - word.
Example: +Apaches –Winnetou
· Use wildcards (use a * instead of one or more letter)
Example: wh* will find the words what, why, when, whether and any other word that starts with wh.
Searching for *her* will find the words here, whether, together, gathering and any other word that contains "her" anywhere in the word. 

· Make sure your spelling is correct!
You won’t find all the texts in English but you don’t have to translate the whole thing just the pieces you need for your topic.


www.leo.org
www.pons.de

are examples of useful online dictionaries
Watch out when you use web translation programmes as 

www.babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish
they translate blocks of text for you. But they translate word by word so sometimes  the translation doesn’t make any sense.
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